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ACES Undergraduate Research Projects
Application Form 2026-2027
	CONTACT INFORMATION



	Date: Click or type date
	Name: Enter full name
	Banner ID #: Enter Banner ID

	Address: Enter mailing address

	City: Enter city
	State: Enter state
	Zip: Enter zip code

	Email: Enter NMSU email
	Phone: Enter phone number
	Current College GPA: Enter GPA

	Expected Graduation (Date, Degree): Example: May 2028, B.S. Animal Science

	Department: Enter department
	Major: Enter major


*Submission of requested demographic information is voluntary and is not required or a precondition of the award.
	*Ethnicity:    ☐ Caucasian   ☐ African American   ☐ Hispanic/Latino   ☐ Asian   ☐ Native American

	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION



	Classification:    ☐ Freshman   ☐ Sophomore   ☐ Junior   ☐ Senior   ☐ Transfer Student    Number of Transfer Hours: __________

	Participating in a University-Sponsored Research Scholar Program: ☐ Yes    ☐ No

	If yes, which one? Enter program name

	FACULTY RESEARCH MENTOR AND PROJECT



	Faculty Mentor Name: Enter mentor name
	Department: Enter department

	Project Title: Enter project title




ACES Undergraduate Research Projects
Program Requirements and Submission
	ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
• Classified as an undergraduate at New Mexico State University in the College of ACES.
• Completed a minimum of 12 credit hours at New Mexico State University.
• Achieved a minimum 3.0 GPA.
• Commit to a minimum of 10 hours/week for research for each semester.
• No more than 2 participants/lab.
• May only participate in 2 application cycles and must have distinct project objectives.
NOTE: Students in all majors within the College of ACES are encouraged to apply.
FUNDING
ACES UG research scholar funds ($1,000) will be distributed to the student as a stipend in two equal payments at the beginning of the fall and spring semesters of the award year. Up to $500 will be provided for research supplies.
	PROGRAM PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS
• Attend program meetings (1/semester).
• Attend Progress Report Meeting (February 19, 2027).
• Submit progress and final reports.
• Present research at ACES Open House and/or URCAS (TBD).
APPLICATION MATERIALS
☐ Official Application Form
☐ Unofficial Transcript
☐ Research Proposal (one page; see page 3)
☐ Mentor Endorsement Letter (signed; see page 4)


	STUDENT CERTIFICATION AND SIGNATURE



	By signing below, I affirm that the information is correct and that my application conforms to the 2026-2027 program and proposal guidelines.

	Student Signature: ____________________________________________     Date: __________________

	HOW TO SUBMIT



	Submit all required materials via email to: Dr. Jennifer Hernandez Gifford — jgifford@nmsu.edu
DEADLINE: September 18, 2026 (5:00 p.m.)




ACES Undergraduate Research Projects
Research Proposal Instructions
	PROPOSAL GUIDELINES



Research proposals must:
• Be conceived with guidance from the Faculty research mentor.
• Be written by the student — not faculty or graduate student.
• Be narrow and focused enough to be completed in 2 semesters.
• Be clearly explained in lay language, free of field-specific jargon and readily understood by a broad audience.
• Detail the purpose, plan, methods, expected results, and benefits of the project.
• Include concrete details about the project goals, activities, timelines, and required resources (library and laboratory materials, questionnaires, etc.).
	REQUIRED FORMAT
One (1) single-spaced page with the title at the top, 12 pt. font, 1-inch margins — NO attachments.



	PROPOSAL SUBMISSION



	STUDENT RESEARCH PROPOSAL

	INCLUDE THE REQUIRED ONE-PAGE RESEARCH PROPOSAL WITH YOUR APPLICATION MATERIALS


The proposal must be the student’s own writing and must follow all requirements above.


ACES Undergraduate Research Projects
Faculty Mentor Endorsement Letter
	MENTOR ENDORSEMENT REQUIREMENTS



Research Faculty Mentors must provide a signed letter of endorsement for each student that:
• Affirms the quality and origin of the proposed research.
• Confirms availability of resources (labs, materials, etc.).
• Describes the mentor’s role in the execution of the project.
• Explains how the student will benefit from the project.
• Affirms willingness to attend the Program Progress Report Meeting (tentatively February 19, 2027).
	The mentor endorsement must be signed before submission.  Applications submitted without a signed Faculty Mentor Endorsement Letter will not be considered.



	MENTOR LETTER ATTACHMENT



	SIGNED FACULTY MENTOR ENDORSEMENT LETTER

	ATTACH OR INSERT THE SIGNED MENTOR ENDORSEMENT LETTER HERE


The letter should address all five endorsement requirements listed above.
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